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 West Swindon Partnership Worship @ Home
  Sunday ~ 21st August 2022
†
Introduction

The worship follows a fairly traditional pattern of, Welcome/Introduction,  Saying Sorry for our wrongs,  The Word of God,  Prayers and the Dismissal with a Blessing.    There are links to the Youtube hymns and other music.  Take your time to pray in silence or aloud at the time of intercessions. 

Preparation Prayer

Purify our hearts and sanctify our minds,  O Lord,  we beseech Thee,  that in peace we may enter into thy holy place and offer unto Thee an acceptable Service,   through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen
Introit Hymn ~ “Dear Lord and Father of mankind”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bk7SX3r59sc
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,   Forgive our foolish ways;

  Reclothe us in our rightful mind;   In purer lives Thy service find,

In deeper reverence, praise,   In deeper reverence, praise.

2.
In simple trust like theirs who heard,   Beside the Syrian sea,

  The gracious calling of the Lord,   Let us, like them, without a word

Rise up and follow Thee,   Rise up and follow Thee.

3.
O sabbath rest by Galilee!   O calm of hills above,

  Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee   The silence of eternity,

Interpreted by love,   Interpreted by love.

4.
Drop Thy still dews of quietness,   Till all our strivings cease;

  Take from our souls the strain and stress, And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of Thy peace,   The beauty of Thy peace.

5.
Breathe through the heats of our desire Thy coolness and Thy balm;

  Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;

Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,

O still small voice of calm,   O still small voice of calm! 

Words: John Greenleaf Whittier (1872).

Call to Worship 

O God, you summon the day to dawn,

You teach the morning to waken the earth

Great is your name;    Great is your love

For you the valleys shall sing for joy,

The trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Great is your name;    Great is your love

For you the kings of the earth shall bow,

The poor and persecuted shall shout for joy

Great is your name;    Great is your love

Your love and mercy shall last for ever,

Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise.

Great is your name;    Great is your love

Saying “Sorry” to God and to each other

Preparation
Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.

Psalm li. 9.
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us;  but if we confess our sins,   God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-ness.

   1 St. John i. 8, 9.
Confession
Lord Jesus,   we confess that we often forget, to whom we belong,   who created us,    whose name we bear.  

We are sorry for those times when we choose not to hear you call us by name:
Lord have mercy
We confess that we are often afraid,   when faced with difficulties,  and we forget to call upon you:   Christ have mercy
We confess, that we have done,  said  and thought  things that are hurtful to you,  and to others,  and we are sorry.

We want to change and we need  your help.  Lord have mercy
Forgiveness
The Father of all mercies cleanses us from our sins through the power of the sacrifice of his only son,  Jesus Christ.  
Let us thank God for his forgiveness:     
Thank you, Lord,  that through your love and grace we are forgiven.   Amen

Psalm 71 vv1-6 ~ In te, Domine, speravi
¶  We say the verses alternately,  and we say the refrain together

Refrain:   O God, be not far from me.
1 
In you, O Lord, do I seek refuge;  let me never be put to shame.

2 
In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free;  incline your ear to me and save me.

3 
Be for me a stronghold to which I may ever resort;  send out to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress.

4 
Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,  from the grasp of the evildoer and the oppressor.

5 
For you are my hope, O Lord God,  my confidence, even from my youth.

6 
Upon you have I leaned from my birth, when you drew me from my mother’s womb;  my praise shall be always of you. 

Refrain:   O God, be not far from me.
Faithful Lord, living Saviour,  in youth and old age,  from the womb to the grave,  may we know your protection  and proclaim your great salvation  to the glory of God the Father.   Amen
1st Bible Reading ~ Hebrews 12 vv18-End
“The mountain of fear and the mountain of joy”
You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm;   to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them,   because they could not bear what was commanded: ‘If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.’   The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, ‘I am trembling with fear.’ 

But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,   to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,   to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven?      At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, ‘Once more I will shake not only the earth   →
but also the heavens.’    The words ‘once more’ indicate the removing of what can be shaken – that is, created things – so that what cannot be shaken may remain.
Therefore,   since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,   for our ‘God is a consuming fire.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
2nd Bible Reading ~ Luke 13 vv10-17
“Jesus heals a crippled woman on the Sabbath”
On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues,    and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all.   When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, ‘Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.’    Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.
Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, ‘There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.’
The Lord answered him, ‘You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water?    Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?’
When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

 Reflection
Think and pray about these questions, either on your own or with others:

1. What did you learn about God in the reading (choose one of the bible readings, where a passage or word stood out to you)

2. What does God want you to learn in the reading?
3. What does God want you to learn in your relations with others in the coming week?
Post reflections  prayer … 

Let us pray:

Almighty God, send upon us your Holy Spirit so that as we journey throughout our lives, our thoughts may pass into Prayer and our Prayers may pass into Love and that Love may pass into our lives with you for ever.   Amen
Hymn ~ "The Lord’s my shepherd”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syJFsLZmO8o
The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll not want;

  He makes me down to lie

In pastures green; He leadeth me

  The quiet waters by.

2.
My soul He doth restore again;

  And me to walk doth make

Within the paths of righteousness,

  E’en for His own name’s sake.

3.
Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,

  Yet will I fear no ill;

For Thou art with me; and Thy rod

  And staff me comfort still.

4.
My table Thou hast furnishèd

  In presence of my foes;

My head Thou dost with oil anoint,

  And my cup overflows.

5.
Goodness and mercy all my life

  Shall surely follow me;

And in God’s house forever more

  My dwelling place shall be. 

Words: Francis Rous (1579-1659)
Prayers/Intercessions   
¶   Prayers are sayed on behalf of all of us and for the world …

A Collect for the 10th Sunday after Trinity

Lord of heaven and earth,  as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer,  give us patience and courage never to lose hope,   but always to bring our prayers before you;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen
The Lord’s Prayer

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,   let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in the words our Saviour taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,   hallowed be thy name;  thy kingdom come;   thy will be done;  on earth as it is in heaven.      Give us this day our daily bread.     And forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us.        And lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,  the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.   Amen
Hymn ~ "Take my life and let it be”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gf11rReeWIs
Take my life and let it be
  consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days;
  let them flow in ceaseless praise.
2.  Take my hands and let them move
  at the impulse of thy love.
Take my feet and let them be
  swift and beautiful for thee.

3.
Take my voice and let me sing
  always, only, for my King.
Take my lips and let them be
  filled with messages from thee.

4.
Take my silver and my gold;
  not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect,  and use
  every power as thou shalt choose.

5.
Take my will and make it thine;
  it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart it is thine own;
  it shall be thy royal throne.

6.
Take my love; my Lord, I pour
  at thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be
  ever, only, all for thee. 

Words: Frances R. Havergal (1836 –1879)

Blessing
May we be strong and of a good courage:  keep the commandments of God and walk in his ways;   and the blessing of God almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  be among us and remain with us always.   Amen 

Dismissal
Let us go into the world rejoicing.   

  It is Christ who goes before us.



  Thanks be to God. 
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